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HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO 


VV HO’! 


We were having this conversation around the office. It seemed like a shame, 
we agreed, that He’s Just Not That Into You — a movie about various women having trouble finding 
good guys — would cast some of the most stunning starlets in Hollywood. 

C’mon. Where’s the realism, where’s the credibility in a movie that has beauties Jennifer Aniston, 
Scarlett Johansson, Drew Barrymore, Ginnifer Goodwin (who just gets cuter every day) and our cover 
girl, Jennifer Connelly, as a gaggle of gals who are spurned, rejected, ignored or let down by the men 
in their lives — if they can even find men in the first place? 

Perhaps, we thought, the film fell victim to one of the flaws of the hugely popular self-help book 
on which it’s based. That book, by Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo, loves to tell the reader she deserves 
to have a fantabulous relationship because she is “hot,” “pretty,” “beautiful,” and a “superfox.” But, 
if the reader is anything like me, the voice in her head responds, “How do you know that? Let’s be 
honest, based solely on statistics, at least some of your readers are unattractive — inside and out.” 

Then it hit me. Beauty is no antidote to romantic tribulation. David Justice and Eric Benet both 
cheated on Halle Berry. Raffaello Follieri conned fiancée Anne Hathaway right along with all those 
real-estate investors. And Brad Pitt left one of this very movie’s sexiest stars, Jennifer Aniston, for 
another woman. 

Fortunately, things seem to be going better for Connelly. The Oscar winner, who’s certainly no 
slouch in the looks department, has been married to fellow thespian Paul Bettany for six years. In 
fact, her next movie, Creation, has her starring opposite her hubby for the first time since they met 
on the set of 2001’s A Beautiful Mind, and Connelly says they were “like giggly kids” throughout the 
experience. Giggling is good, especially since prior to He’s Just Not That Into You Connelly hadn’t made 
a comedy in 18 years. Get the full story in “Connelly Makes a Comedy? Get Out,” page 38. 

As far as we know, Dakota Fanning has yet to have her first boyfriend. The child star turns 15 years 
old this month, and also releases two big movies — Push and Coraline. In “Sweet 15,” page 32, the 
seemingly precocious teen insists she has always felt her age — even when casting her ballot for the 
Academy Awards. That’s right, she’s been an Academy member for three years. 

Speaking of the Academy Awards, starting on page 17 we present our annual Oscars Section — 
trivia, fashion, party tips and a look at this year’s host, Hugh Jackman. Plus, we’ve given you a handy 
Oscar ballot, which lists all the nominees. Cut it out, copy it and pass it around to create your own 
Oscar pool. (Famous magazine in no way endorses gambling where prohibited by law. Prizes of beer 
and chocolate-chip cookies must be okay though, no?) 
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EAT TY WING 


Directed by LARRY CHARLES 
(BORAT, “Curb Your Enthusiasm”) 


AND 


Stars stand-up comedian, 
television personality, and author 


BILL MAHER, one of America’s 


finest political humourists! 
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1 Witchy. Four hundred years 
after Shakespeare wrote 

The Tempest, Djimon Hounsou 
brings the bard's tale to 
life on the Hawaiian set of 
Julie Taymor’s new adaptation. 
Hounsou plays the monster 
Caliban, the son of a witch. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


2 “So there’s no way | can 
get out of paying the 
overweight baggage fee?” 
Dennis Quaid carries his portly 
pug through security at the 
Los Angeles airport. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


3 Jessica Alba acts as 
Barcalounger and milk 
dispenser for daughter 
Honor Marie during a day ata 
Beverly Hills park. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


4 We get it... It’s brilliant... 
You're framing the shot with 
a pretzel. Steven Spielberg and 
wife Kate Capshaw enjoy one of 
New York City’s epicurean street 
offerings while celebrating the 
Spiel’s 64th birthday. 


[5] PHOTO BY LAWRENCE SCHWARTZWALD/SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


5 Life’s a blur for Hilary Duff. 
Especially that morning 

spent at the New York Stock 
Exchange, where she rang 
the opening bell on behalf 
of Blessings in a Backpack, 
a charity that helps 
disadvantaged students 
get enough food. 


[5] PHOTO BY CHARLES ESHELMAN/FILMMAGIC 
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THIS MONTH'S OBJET DE 
FILM >> STONE OF DESTINY 


Travel to the Isle of Wight, circa 1970, fora momentous 
Who concert. Plus, he S SO great about that rock? 


On February 18th you can 
relive what some call the best 
Who concert ever, as Jhe Who: 
Live at the Isle of Wight Festival 
1970 screens at select 
Cineplex theatres. 

But what does “the best” 
mean? Roger Daltrey, 
Pete Townshend and the late 
Keith Moon and John Entwistle 
played thousands of gigs over the 
years, and terms like “the best” 
tend to get thrown around with 
too much frequency. 

“It was at the height of the 
extraordinary powers The Who 


ἮΝ 


Β 
A 
have to create an almost religious 
experience,” says the film’s 
producer and director 
Murray Lerner over the phone 
from his New York home. “They 
build up the crowd's feelings and 
involvement to such an extent 
that the crowd became the 
concert really. It’s like a religious 
experience or the height of 
a political celebration, an 
anthem really.” 

And this was no regular 
crowd. About 600,000 rock 
fans (more than Woodstock] 
came by boat to the island in the 


English Channel. 
Frustrated by the 
event’s poor 
organization, 
concertgoers 
became rowdy — 
breaking down 
fences, trying to 
get in for free, 
and talking so loudly during 
many of the acts that no one 
could hear the music. 

As aresult, The Who didn't 
take to the stage until 2 a.m. 
But Lerner says the late hour 
didn't dull their performance. 

“I think, actually, that the 
disturbance caused by the 
crowd, and the anxiety, that 
by not giving into it, that gave 
The Who a lot of energy, a 
breakthrough,” he says. “| 
think it made It more exciting 
for these kids. You can see the 
shots of the crowd, they were 
very much alive.” 

The set list starts with such 
classics as “| Can’t Explain,” 
“My Generation” and “Magic 
Bus,” but the performance 
moves to another level as the 
band rolls into a series of 
songs off their then just 
released rock opera Jommy 
(“It’s a Boy,” “The Acid 
Queen,” “SeeMeFeel | 
Me/ Listening to You” } 
—a full five years 41 
beforetheyturnedthe τὸ 
album into a feature film. 7 

GotoCineplex.com fora Ἢ 
list of participating theatres 
and to buy tickets. —MW 
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aren LeBlanc had been waiting for that 
really great part to come her way. And when she read 
for the role of Jude, the dying single mother in the 
dramatic Nurse.Fighter.Boy, she knew she had found it. 

“You hear it over and over again from actors,” says 
LeBlanc on the line from her east-end Toronto home, 
“and finally I had the opportunity to say it — this is an amazing 
Script, it’s so well written, so honest and I got chills reading it.” 

LeBlanc gives a wonderfully subdued performance as a proud 
woman struggling to care for her 12-year-old son (DanielJ. Gordon), 
while falling in love for one last time with a sombre street fighter 
(Clark Johnson) in director Charles Officer’s debut feature film. 

For Leblanc, who grew up in Tottenham, Ontario, dreaming ofbeing 
a singer (“we used to sing on the streets, scream at the top of our 
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lungs our favourite rock ’n’ roll songs”), acting was an afterthought. 
But after graduating from Sheridan College’s musical theatre 
program, acting began to eclipse her work as a singer, and the 
woman who has sung back-up for Glass Tiger and performed as 
Tina Turner in a revue show has now made acting her first priority. 
“My agent said to me, ‘Karen, you could actually put your Tina 
Turner stuff away for 10 years and still come back and do your Tina.’ 
And that’s fine,” says LeBlanc. “I finished shooting a feature called 
Dolan’s Cadillac, where I don’t have any lines. I’m playing this gun- 
toting bodyguard for Christian Slater. She’s a silent, afro-wearing, 
tough-looking woman. I’ve been playing all these women of strength 

lately, it’s amazing and I love it.” ἢ 
{ΠΠ{Π||ΠΠ|||||||{1|||{Π|{||||{||||{|||{|||||{Π|||{Π||{Π||||||Π||{||{||{Π|||{Π||{Π|Π|{ΠΠ||{Π|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|Π|{Π|||{|1Π{Π||{Π||{Π|{ΠΠ{ΠΠ||{Π|||||] 
Ingrid Randoja 
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Coraline (right) gets a glimpse of the good life in the 3D, stop-motion pic Coraline 


Nightmare Before Christmas 
director Henry Selick is a master 
of stop-motion animation, and 
now he pairs the old-school 

art form with cutting-edge 3D 
technology to tell the tale of an 
unhappy girl named Coraline 
(voiced by Dakota Fanning), who 
Steps into an alternate version of 
her life. Her alternate-life parents 
dote on her, but there’s something 
sinister about their desire to 
keep her from returning home. 


Nick (Chris Evans} can move 
objects with his mind, Cassie 
(Dakota Fanning] can see the 
future, Kira (Camilla Belle ] 
can implant thoughts into 
another person's mind, and all 
three are being chased through 
the streets of Hong Kong by 
The Division, a government 
agency that controls people 
with extrasensory powers. 
See Dakota Fanning interview, 
page 32. 


Director Steven Soderbergh 
brings the second half of 

his epic retelling of the life of 
Marxist revolutionary 

Che Guevara (Benicio Del Toro] 
to the big screen. After having 
helped Fidel Castro and his 
brother Raul bring socialism to 
Cuba, Che focuses on the 

rest of Latin America, and 
specifically Bolivia, where his 
dream of a successful revolution 
comes toa sad end. 


Based on the self-help book 
by Greg Behrendt and 

Liz Tuccillo, this dramedy 
Stars Jennifer Aniston, Drew 
Barrymore, Jennifer Connelly, 
Scarlett Johansson and 
Ginnifer Goodwin as 

women who have difficulty 
understanding the various 
men in their lives. 

See Jennifer Connelly 
interview, page 38. 
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A group of Star Wars fanatics 
and longtime friends 
(including Jay Baruchel, 
Sam Huntington and 

Dan Fogler] drive across the 
country to sneak into 

George Lucas’ Skywalker 
Ranch and steal an early copy 
of Star Wars: Episode | — 

The Phantom Menace. 


Set in suburban Montreal 
during the summer of 1968, 
director Philippe Falardeau’s 
dark comedy focuses on 
10-year-old Leon 

(Antoine L’Ecuyer), whose 
dysfunctional family leaves 
him feeling suicidal. 


| 7 4 


Confessions of a Shopaholic’s [518 Fisher 
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A dying nurse (Karen LeBlanc], 
her 11-year-son (Daniel C. 
Gordon) and a washed-up 
boxer-turned-street-fighter 
(Clark Johnson) come together 
in the most unexpected ways. 
See Karen LeBlanc interview, 
page 12. 


Steve Martin returns as 
bumbling French Inspector 
Jacques Clouseau in this sequel 
to 2006's The Pink Panther. 
Clouseau assembles a team 

of equally inept coppers — 
played by Andy Garcia, 

Alfred Molina, Aishwarya Rai 
and Yuki Matsuzaki — to locate 
priceless stolen artifacts. 


Steve Martin in The Pink Panther 2 


Making a comedy (based on the 
book by Sophie Kinsella} about 
a brand-obsessed young woman 
(Isla Fisher) with a shopping 
addiction who finds herself deep 
in debt may have sounded like a 
funny idea a few years back 
when the economy was 
booming, but that was then and 
this is now. 


Leonard’s ( Joaquin Phoenix) 
family wants him to settle down 
with Sandra (Vinessa Shaw}, but 
he’s obsessed with his neighbour 
Michelle (Gwyneth Patrow], a 
flighty woman who's seeing a 
married man (Elias Koteas). 
Writer/director James Gray 
wrote the part of Michelle 
specifically for Paltrow. 


An Interpol agent (Clive Owen) 
teams with a New York Assistant 
District Attorney (Naomi Watts] 
to bring down the world’s leading 
bank, which uses its assets to 
launder money, buy arms and 
destabilize governments. 


Jim Carrey narrates this 
environment-minded 
documentary about the 
diverse creatures and 
seascapes off the coasts of 
Australia and New Guinea. 


When Clau’s (Jared Padalecki) 
sister goes missing, he anda 
few friends head to Camp Crystal 
Lake to search for her and 

come face-to-hockey-mask with 
Serial killer Jason Voorhees. 
Friday the 13th co-producer 

Brad Fuller explains this reboot 
of the horror franchise as “nota 
remake of any one of the films 
per Se....we took kills that we 
loved and story points that we 
thought were great and put them 
into a blender.” Good to know. 


Venkatesh (Venkatesh Chavan]} 
is a poor Indian boy who dreams 
of swimming in the pristine pool 
owned by a wealthy family. So 
he gets a job working for the 
family in the hopes of making 
his dream come true. 

continued 
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Fired Up’s cheerleaders 


Fired Up 

High school football stars Shawn 
(Nick D’Agosto ] and Nick 

(Eric Christian Olsen) ditch 
gridiron training camp to attend 
cheerleading camp with 300 
nubile girls. 


Youth in Revolt 

Based on the first novel in the 
Youth in Revoltseries aimed at 
sexually excitable teens, this 
film version stars Michael Cera 
as Nick Twisp, a young man who 
wants to lose his virginity to the 
beautiful Sheeni Saunders 
(Portia Doubleday ). However, 


2? 


getting her to go along with the 
plan will take some convincing. 


Stone of Destiny 

In the late 13th-century, Britain's 
Edward | stole one of Scotland's 
most sacred objects, the Stone 
of Scone — a piece of sandstone 
which served as the Seat for 
Scottish kings while being 
crowned — and placed it in 
Westminster Abby for British 
monarchs to use when they 
were crowned. This film 
recounts the real-life revenge of 
the Scots, who cheered asa 
nation when four cheeky 
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Kristin Kreuk in Street Fighter: The Legend of Chun-Li 


Street Fighter: The 
Legend of Chun-Li 
It’s been around for 20 years 
and eaten millions — perhaps 
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billions — of quarters, and now 
the popular arcade videogame 
Street Fighter gets a shot at 

cinematic glory. Kristin Kreuk 


university students stole the 
Stone back on Christmas Day 
1950, 


Madea Goes to Jail 

Madea (Tyler Perry] may bea 
Senior, but this straight-talking 
grandma can't seem to control 
her temper, or her tongue, and 
winds up in jail, where she 
dispenses her own brand of 
homespun wisdom to the female 
inmates. 


The Necessities of Life 
An Inuit Hunter (Natar Ungalaaq] 
with tuberculosis is sent toa 


Stars as warrior Chun-Li, an 
undercover Interpol agent who 
enters a fighting tournament to 
avenge her father’s death. 

Hard core gamers hope this 
Street Fighter flick wipes out 
memories of the series’ first film 
adaptation, the 1994 laugher 
which, of course, starred 
Jean-Claude Van Damme. 


SPECIAL Π 


on the Big 
screen 


NO WAY OUT 
Sun., Feb. 15., 8 p.m. ET 
The WWE heads to 
Seattle’s Key Arena fora 
post-Valentine’s Day 
love fest. 


THE WHO LIVE AT 
THE ISLE OF WIGHT 
Wed., Feb. 18, 7 p.m. 
See story page 10. 


LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR 
(DONIZETTI} 

Live: Sat., Feb. ¢, 1 p.m. ET 
THAIS (MASSENET) 
Live: Sat., Feb. 14, 

12 p.m. ET 
LA RONDINE (PUCCINI) 
Encore: Sat., Feb. 21, 


PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 


Sanatorium in Quebec City, 
where he bonds with an 
Inuit orphan. 


Jonas Brothers: The 
3D Concert Experience 
Get an up-close-and-personal 
look at pop-star siblings 
Kevin, Joe and Nick Jonas in 
this 3D concert film shot 
during their “Burning Up Tour” 
this past summer. The tousled 
trio is joined by guest stars 
Taylor Swift and Demi Lovato. 


SHOWTIMES 
@CINEPLEX.COM 


Academy 
Awards 


Sunday, February 22, 2009 


To Aa 


[5] NICOLE KIDMAN PHOTO BY GREG HARBAUGH, 
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Oscar Ballot 
Critics’ Picks 
Host Hugh Jackman 


Throw the Best Oscar Party Ever! 
Fashion Icons of the Red Carpet 
Trivia: Best Picture Pictures 


ae 
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Having an Oscar pool 
with your friends? 
Here’s a handy ballot 
to clip out, photocopy 
and pass around 


BEST PICTURE 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© Frost/Nixon 

© Milk 

© The Reader 

© Slumdog Millionaire 


Best ACTOR 

© Richard Jenkins, The Visitor 

© Frank Langella, Frost/Nixon 

© Sean Penn, Milk 

© Brad Pitt, The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button 

© Mickey Rourke, The Wrestler 


Best ACTRESS 
© Anne Hathaway, 

Rachel Getting Married 
© Angelina Jolie, Changeling 
© Melissa Leo, Frozen River 
© Merul Streep, Doubt 
© Kate Winslet, The Reader 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR 

© Josh Brolin, Milk 

© Robert Downey Jr., Tropic Thunder 

© Philip Seymour Hoffman, Doubt 

© Heath Ledger, The Dark Knight 

© Michael Shannon, 
Revolutionary Road 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 

© AmyAdams, Doubt 

© Penélope Cruz, 
Vicky Cristina Barcelona 

© Viola Davis, Doubt 

© TarajiP. Henson, The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button 

© Marisa Tomei, The Wrestler 
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ACHIEVEMENT IN DIRECTING 

© David Fincher, The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button 

© Ron Howard, Frost/Nixon 

© Gus Van Sant, Milk 

© Stephen Daldry, The Reader 

© Danny Boule, Slumdog Millionaire 


Best ANIMATED FEATURE 
© Bolt 

© Kung Fu Panda 

OQ WALLeé 


ACHIEVEMENT IN MAKEUP 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© The Dark Knight 

© Hellboy Il: The Golden Army 


ACHIEVEMENT IN ArT DIRECTION 

© Changeling 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© The Dark Knight 

© The Duchess 

© Revolutionary Road 


ACHIEVEMENT IN CINEMATOGRAPHY 
© Changeling 

© Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
© The Dark Knight 

© The Reader 

© Slumdog Millionaire 


ACHIEVEMENT IN COSTUME DESIGN 
© Australia 

© Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
© The Duchess 

© Milk 

© Revolutionary Road 


Best DOCUMENTARY FEATURE 
© The Betrayal (Nerakhoon) 
© Encounters at the 

End of the World 
© The Garden 
© Manon Wire 
© Trouble the Water 


BEST DOCUMENTARY SHORT 

© The Conscience of 
Nhem En 

© The Final Inch 

© Smile Pinki 

© The Witness - From the 
Balcony of Room 306 


ACHIEVEMENT IN FILM EDITING 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© The Dark Knight 

© Frost/Nixon 

Θ Milk 

© Slumdog Millionaire 


BEST FOREIGN-LANGUAGE FILM 


© The Baader Meinhof Complex, 


Germany 
© TheClass, France 
© Departures, Japan 
© Revanche, Austria 
© Waltz with Bashir, \srael 


BEST ORIGINAL SCORE 
© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© Defiance 

© Milk 

© Slumdog Millionaire 
© WALLeEé 


BEST ORIGINAL SONG 

Θ᾽ “Down to Earth,” WALLeEé 

© “Jai Ho,” Slumdog Millionaire 
© “0 Saya,” Slumdog Millionaire 


Best ANIMATED SHORT FILM 
© Le Maison en Petits Cubes 
© Lavatory - Lovestory 

© Oktapodi 

© Presto 

© This Way Up 


BEST LIVE-ACTION SHORT FILM 
© Auf der Strecke (On the Line) 
© Manon onthe Ashphalt 


| © NewBoy 


Θ᾽ The Pig 
© Spielzeugland (Toyland) 


ACHIEVEMENT IN SOUND EDITING 
© The Dark Knight 

© Iron Man 

© Slumdog Millionaire 

© WALLeEé 

© Wanted 


ACHIEVEMENT IN SOUND MIXING 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© The Dark Knight 

© Slumdog Millionaire 

Θ WALLeEé 

© Wanted 


ACHIEVEMENT IN VISUAL EFFECTS 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© The Dark Knight 

© IronMan 


Best ADAPTED SCREENPLAY 

© The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

© Doubt 

© Frost/Nixon 

© The Reader 

© Slumdog Millionaire 


BEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY 
© Frozen River 

© Happy-Go-Lucky 

© InBruges 

© Milk 

© WALLeEé 
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Awards season kicked 
off with the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
handing out Its annual 
Golden Globe Awards. 
The Association, 
comprised of 95 
journalists from 55 
nations, has been 
accused of pandering to 
the Hollywood studios 
and stars, but make no 
mistake, GG winners 
carry clout with Academy 
members, and the public. 
This year’s winners: 


Every year critics from across 

North America anoint a handful of 
films and performances as the year’s 
best and, increasingly, the critics’ picks 
are lining up with Oscar’s picks. 


TORONTO FILM CRITICS 
ASSOCIATION 
Wendy and Lucy 
Jonathan Demme 
(Rachel Getting Married) 
Mickey Rourke (The Wrestler) 


NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
Slumdog Millionaire 
David Fincher (The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button) 
Clint Eastwood (Gran Torino) 
Anne Hathaway 


Top: Heath Ledger’s 
maniacal Joker in 
The Dark Knight 

This picture: 
Penélope Cruz as the 


>Best Picture (Drama) 
Slumdog Millionaire 
>Best Picture (Comedy or Musical) 


Michelle Williams (Rachel Getting Married) Vicky Cristina Barcelona mentally unstable 
(Wendy and Lucy) Josh Brolin (Milk) >Best Director: Maria Elena in Vicky 
Heath Ledger Penélope Cruz Danny Boyle (Slumdog Millionaire) Cristina Barcelona 
(The Dark Knight) (Vicky Cristina Barcelona) >Best Actor (Drama) 


Mickey Rourke (The Wrestler) 


Rosemarie DeWitt (Rachel Getting Married) BOSTON SOCIETY OF >Best Actor (Comedy or Musical) 
FILM CRITICS Colin Farrell (In Bruges) 
NEW YORK FILM CRITICS Slumdog Millionaire and WALL * E >Best Actress (Drama) 
CIRCLE Gus Van Sant Kate Winslet (Revolutionary Road) 
Milk : (Milk and Paranoid Park) >Best Actress (Comedy or Musical) 


Mike Leigh (Happy-Go-Lucky) 


Sean Penn (Milk) and 


Sally Hawkins (Happy-Go-Lucky) 


Sean Penn (Milk) Mickey Rourke (The Wrestler) >Best Supporting Actor: 
Sally Hawkins Sally Hawkins (Happy-Go-Lucky) Heath Ledger (The Dark Knight) 
(Happy-Go-Lucky) Heath Ledger >Best Supporting Actress: 
Josh Brolin (Milk) (The Dark Knight) Kate Winslet (The Reader) 


Penélope Cruz 
(Vicky Cristina Barcelona) 


Penélope Cruz 
(Vicky Cristina Barcelona) 


= ar =. 


CHICAGO FILM CRITICS WASHINGTON D.C. NATIONAL SOCIETY OF 
LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS SAN FRANCISCO FILM ASSOCIATION AREA FILM CRITICS FILM CRITICS 
ASSOCIATION CRITICS CIRCLE WALL * E ASSOCIATION Waltz with Bashir 
WALL*E Milk Danny Boyle Slumdog Millionaire Mike Leigh 
Danny Boyle Gus Van Sant (Milk) (Slumdog Millionaire) Danny Boyle (Happy-Go-Lucky) 
(Slumdog Millionaire) Sean Penn (Milk) and Mickey Rourke (The Wrestler) (Slumdog Millionaire) Sean Penn (Milk) 
Sean Penn (Milk) Mickey Rourke (The Wrestler) - Anne Hathaway Mickey Rourke (The Wrestler) Sally Hawkins 
Sally Hawkins (Happy-Go-Lucky) Sally Hawkins (Happy-Go-Lucky) < (Rachel Getting Married) Meryl Streep (Doubt) (Happy-Go-Lucky) 
Heath Ledger Heath Ledger Heath Ledger Heath Ledger Eddie Marsan 
(The Dark Knight) (The Dark Knight) Ξ (The Dark Knight) (The Dark Knight) (Happy-Go-Lucky) 
Penélope Cruz Marisa Tomei Ξ Kate Winslet Hanna Schygulla 
(Vicky Cristina Barcelona and Elegy) (The Wrestler) i (The Reader) Rosemarie DeWitt (Rachel Getting Married) (The Edge of Heaven) 
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Hugh Jackman 


may be funny, but 
he’s no comedian 


So what do we think of Hugh Jackman 
as the host of this year’s Oscars? 

It makes sense. 

Excluding beloved presenter 
Billy Crystal, who hosted in 2004, a 
cadre of comedians — Jon Stewart, 
Ellen DeGeneres, Chris Rock and 
Steve Martin — have MCd the show for 
the past six years, and while their often 
erudite and sarcastic humour was a hit 
with some, they didn’t exactly speak to 
the worldwide masses who want the 
show to be an entertaining and upbeat 
celebration of Hollywood. (Of course, 
that’s not easy to do when art-house 
flicks such as No Country for Old Men, 
Crash and Million Dollar Baby keep 
winning Best Picture.) 

That’s why the sexy, effervescent — 
yet manly, don’t forget manly — Jackman 
fits in. Here’s a guy who has hosted the 
Tony Awards three times, he’s a Broadway 
veteran who can sing and dance, and, 
most importantly, viewers from around 
the world know who he is, as opposed 
to, say, the host ofa late-night American 
cable comedy show (not that there’s 
anything wrong with that). 

What’s really interesting is that the 
Academy has continually shied away 
from having someone like Jackman host 
the show. The Oscars have traditionally 
been hosted by funny men — Bob Hope 
did it 16 times (alone or with co-hosts), 
Billy Crystal got the call eight times and 
Johnny Carson handled the duties five 
times. The last time a bona fide movie 
Star, in his prime, hosted the event by 
himself was way back in 1949 when 


then-box office star Robert Montgomery 2 = Ver [ Γ Ϊ Θ d NeCUW 8 uM “ 


did the honours. —IR 


Stimulate your senses 
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τ Sebastien Centner 
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Word is is the man to 
see about throwing Oscar parties. As the 
director of Eatertainment Special Events, 
he’s thrown bashes at this country’s 
biggest affairs — Fashion Cares, Fashion 
Week, The Toronto International Film 
Festival — with guest lists that include 
Matt Damon, Bill Clinton and, ahem, 
Martha Stewart. 

He’s also in charge of Toronto’s 
celebrity hotspots Bloor Street Diner and 
Panorama Lounge. So, yeah, he has some 
cred. That’s why we asked Centner for his 
Top-10 insider tips for celebrating Oscar. 


Make your invitation look like an 

envelope containing the winner of an 
Oscar. With “The Envelope Please” scrawled 
across the outside, this sort of invitation 
immediately sets the tone for your party. 


Make the evening a glam one with 

shiny trays (silver/gold/mirrorred) for 
serving canapés or displaying drinks. It’s 
the Oscars for God’s sake...the palette 
should be gold, white and black! 


Fill commercial time with mini-games 
— Oscars trivia, favourite movie 
moments or my personal favourite, 
“The Newlyweds Movie Game,” where you 
test spouses on how well they know their 
partner’s favourite movies. 


Create great parting gifts in true 

Hollywood style. The real stars may be 
getting a bag of goodies worth $50,000 at 
their Oscar parties, but at least your guests 
can leave with some bling too (movie 
passes make a great gift, or classic movie 
posters). For one party I hosted I had a 
graphic designer Photoshop all my guests’ 


10 tips for 
[nrowing 


the perfec 


faces onto the cover of a DVD case fora 
specific movie and each guest left with 
a copy — not of the movie, just the case. 


Create a themed photo booth. Pick up 

some great props and let your guests 
dress up and take digital snapshots of each 
other. Especially funny when you email 
them to everyone a few days later! 


An Oscar Pool. Much like fantasy 

football, send out the ballots ahead 
of time so guests have time to fill them 
out before they arrive. Make up teams 
with, for each category, the losing team 
being assigned a task (do the dishes, 
drink a specialty shot, etc.). 


Create a red-carpet entrance. Pick up 

remnant red carpet and cut to size or 
look into one-use event carpet. This will 
surely set the tone as guests arrive. 
Accentuate by getting your kids to snap 
photos of guests — paparazzi style! 


Create fun movie snacks such as exotic 

popcorns in Asian takeout containers 
(the containers even come in silver, black 
and gold). 


Make miniature versions of fan faves 

— Caesar-salad spears, miniature 
steak sandwiches, bite-size pizzas, 
smoked-salmon or cheesecake lollipops 
(made by putting small pieces on spears). 


Create movie-inspired cocktails 

such as “The Junotini” — a Sunny D 
specialty martini with vodka and mandarin 
orange garnish (based on Ellen Page’s 
Sunny D-loving character from last year’s 
nominated pic Juno). 


Oscar par 


It’s always the biggest issue: 
How much liquor do | need? 
How much ice? What about food? 
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Bronwyn Cosgrave 
helps us ID six top 
red-carpet designers 


oronto-born fashion writer 
Bronwyn Cosgrave has lived in London, 
England, for the past 16 years where 
she’s made a living pontificating about 
designers and style for Harper’s Bazaar, 
BBC4 and, for several years, as British 
Vogue’s features editor. 

Cosgrave recently put her fashion 
smarts to use in the book Made for Each 
Other: Fashion and the Academy Awards, 
a look at Oscar fashion that reaches all 
the way back to the early days of 
Mary Pickford and Marlene Dietrich. 

“I was working at Vogue and covering 
the Oscars for BBC TV,” Cosgrave says 
over the phone from her London home. 
“I’m a fashion historian so decided to 
do some research.... 1 had this amazing 
Vogue library at my disposal and started 
looking through biographies, and 
fashion books and back issues of Vogue.” 

So we asked Cosgrave to identify six 
designers who are red-carpet mainstays 
at the Academy Awards. You know, those 
names you hear over and over again on 
the Oscars Pre-Show. With her help, you 
should be able to recognize some of 
these designers’ creations before their 
names even slip from the starlets’ lips. 
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risqué, 
sexy, inventive, proper 
couture, takes risks, the 
closest you'll get to avant- 
garde at the Oscars 
Marion 
Cotillard, Nicole Kidman 
“I think 
what's great about Jean- 
Paul Gaultier, his dresses 
do look sexy, but women 
who are going to the Oscars 
never want to look too sexy. 
It’s avery fine balance, they 
don't want their dresses 
falling off when they run up 
to the podium.” 


[5] PHOTOS : MARION COTILLARD BY RICHARD HARBAUGH, COURTESY A.M.PA.S.; EMILY BLUNT BY DAVID WIMSETT/KEYSTONE; CATE BLANCHETT BY KEYSTONE 


minimalist, 
simple, no ruffles or frills 


Emily Blunt, Amy Ryan 
“Calvin Klein 
is a designer that is known 
for doing very minimalist 
clothes, Francisco Costa has 
carried on that minimalism. 
Two years ago he did this 
dress for Emily Blunt that 
was almost like, to me, a 
night sky. It was midnight 
blue and had a real sparkle to 
it, and it was strapless. And it 
just looked beautiful on her.” 


muted 
opulence, subtlety, 
Old-Hollywood nostalgia 


Cate Blanchett, Sharon Stone 
“Probably 
the best dress I’ve seen at 
the Oscars ina long time is 
the silver column that 
Cate Blanchett wore two 
years ago. | can't say | like 
Armani dresses all the time 
at the Oscars, because it’s 
often very subtle, but this 
dress was this great crystal-y 
gray and had this great 
Hollywood nostalgia.” 


mm ἢ 
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Marchesa 


What typifies a 

Marchesa dress: colourful, 
ethnic chic, beadwork, 
embroidery, younger take 
Who wears Marchesa: Anne 
Hathaway, Jennifer Lopez 
Cosgrave’s take: “Marchesa 
is a label that is designed by 
two girls, Keren Craig and 
Georgina Chapman, and 
Georgina Chapman is the 
wife of Harvey Weinstein. 
It's a bit of a controversial 
one because people say 
that everyone just wears 
Marchesa because they want 
to keep a good relationship 
going with Harvey. But! do 
think that the dresses are 
very opulent.” 
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Valentino 


What typifies a 

Valentino dress: elegant, 
Roman, lace, red, coral, 
classy, fits like a glove 
Who wears Valentino: 
Cameron Diaz, Calista 
Flockhart, Julia Roberts, 
Miley Cyrus 

Cosgrave’s take: “He’s one 
of those designers who 
romanticizes Hollywood 
and it goes back to his 
childhood. He opens up his 
archives. He has an old- 
school approach. He will 
send his tailor to Hollywood 
to fit the stars. | think the 
thing about his dresses Is 
they're rich, there's a 
richness to them.” 


Galliano 
eed Deve 


What typifies a 

Galliano dress: inspired by 
Old Hollywood, glamorous, 
huge bows, trains 

Who wears Galliano: 

Diablo Cody, Charlize Theron, 
Gisele Bundchen, Heidi Klum 
Cosgrave’s take: “Last year, 
Diablo Cody wore this 
leopard-spotted number 
which was very wild and 
theatrical. John Galliano isa 
very theatrical person, he 
dresses up for all of his 
runway shows. When he 
takes a bow he's always 
dressed in some sort of 
costume.” 


[5] PHOTOS: ANNE HATHAWAY BY MICHAEL YADA, COURTESY A.M.P.A.S; CAMERON DIAZ COURTESY A.M.P.A.S; DIABLO CODY BY MICHAEL YADA, COURTESY A.M.PA.S 


Fifty years ago a dream began. A vision of bringing 
together researchers, teachers, students and partners from different disciplines to address the 
complex challenges of tomorrow. This is the essence of our interdisciplinary approach. 
Each year, York University welcomes 50,000 students helping them transform into innovative 
thinkers prepared to tackle real-world issues. As we look back on our first fifty years, 
we believe there is no limit to what can be accomplished in our next fifty. yorku50.ca 
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Nineteenth-century London is the setting for this Best Picture, which picked up an additional four Oscars. 


DISSECTING ἧς 
ΝΡ ΔΝ 


Test your 
knowledge 
of Oscar's 
Best Picture 
winners 


Wes Bentley, Thora Birch and Mena Suvari heat up this Oscar champ. 


Hats off to this Best Picture winner, whose hat-obsessed costume designer also picked up an Oscar. 


Alec Baldwin (standing centre) brought his gruff appeal to this testosterone-fuelled Best Pic. 


RRRRA 


This Best Picture winner cast Jimmy Stewart (far right) as a clown who never takes off his makeup. 


[5] OSCAR STATUE ©A.M.P.A.S.® 
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A punky Dakota Fanning 
teams with Chris Evans for 
the sci-fi action pic Push 


On the eve of her 15th birthday, child star 

Fan talks about voting for the Oscars, 
starring in the stop-motion 3D fantasy Coraline, 
and setting all punked up for Push eo sy Marni weisz 


t’sacold and rainy December afternoon in Los Angeles and Dakota Fanning has just gotten home 
from school. “It’s the last week before winter break so there’s not much homework to do,” she 
says over the phone, “so I’m just relaxing.” 

That’s good, she’ll need her rest come February. Not only does the star of 19 movies — 
including War of the Worlds, Dreamer, Charlotte’s Web and The Secret Life of Bees — turn 15 on 
February 23rd, she also stars in two of the month’s biggest movies. 

There’s Coraline, the first stop-motion animated movie ever shot entirely in 3D. Fanning is the 
voice of the title character, a girl who finds a door to an alternate universe in her bedroom wall, and meets 
another version of her family on the other side. 

And then there’s Push, a dark-edged superhero movie that takes place in Hong Kong. Similar to X-Men 
or Hellboy, Push’s world is populated with outcasts born with supernatural abilities. Some, including 
Fanning’s character Cassie, are Watchers, they see into the future and record their visions in drawings. 
Others, like Nick (Chris Evans), are Movers, they have telekinetic powers so can move objects with their 
minds. And others still are Pushers and can place thoughts in other people’s heads. Government factions 
are trying to capture the mutants to use their powers as weapons, but Cassie, Nick and a Pusher named 
Kira (Camilla Belle) won’t go down without a fight. 

Oh, there’s one more reason this is a big month for Fanning. The Academy Awards. No, she wasn’t 
nominated — she gets to vote. In 2006, Fanning became the youngest member of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, an honour that comes with full voting privileges. 

In fact, the 14-year-old’s plan for this evening is to go downstairs, turn on the fireplace, and watch some 
of the screeners Oscar hopefuls have been bombarding her with all month. continued 
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Can you say which movies you’re voting for? 

“I don’t think I’m allowed to say who I’ll be voting for, but there are 
some wonderful movies out and I just enjoy getting them all and 
getting to watch them, watch everybody’s work. It’s just a 
wonderful part of being an actor.” 


Is that what you’ve been doing with all of your free time lately? 
“Well, it’s kind ofhard to balance free time and school. But I have about 
three weeks off for winter break so I’m sure I’1l be doing a lot of that.” 


Push is a pretty dark story. How did you approach your character? 
“I think she’s very tough around the edges but at heart she’s just a 
normal girl her age dealing with something that’s much bigger than 
she is, and having to cope with a lot of things at the same time — 
having emotions that a normal 13-year-old would have. So she’s just 
trying to balance it all at once while having the weight of everything 
on her shoulders, which can be difficult.” 


Does Push represent a more grown-up role for you? 

“Yeah, I think certain elements of it probably do. I was 13 when I 
filmed it and I think I was playing a real kind of a teenager in 
that movie. It was a character I got to develop with the director 
[Paul McGuigan] and something different than I’d done before.” 


They really roughed you up. You have the big boots, dark circles 
under your eyes and dyed hair. How did that wardrobe feel? 

“Oh. it was great, it was so much fun to be able to pick the costume 
and get into that every day, I loved it. They gave it to me at the end, 
501 have my whole costume and everything.” 


You helped pick out the wardrobe? 

“Well, yeah, on every film you get to do the fitting, try everything on 
and see what I’m most comfortable with, and what everyone else is 
most comfortable with. It’s always a fun experience.” 


You’ve already done some very grown-up movies, the very 
controversial Hounddog comes to mind. But do you find people are 
always waiting for that first real grown-up Dakota Fanning role? 
“I don’t know. I’ve been working since I was six and every movie that 
I’ve done has kind of been the age that I am. I never do anything 
that’s younger or older or too old or too young, it’s always good for 
the time that I am in my life. I don’t know really, when people say 
that, what they mean, ‘grown-up role,’ because I’m not grown yet 
and I don’t know if anyone’s ever totally grown-up. We're all aging 
and learning as we continue to get older.” 


That’s an interesting take on it. 

“I think people kind of don’t realize that I am as old as I am. They 
don’t realize how much time passes in between the movies....Soa 
lot of people are surprised when I say I’m almost 15.” 


The script describes your character as 13 going on 30. I think 
people think of you that way; did you relate to that? 

“You know, I’ve never really felt any different than anyone else my 
age. I think Cassie, the character, has seen a lot and experienced a lot 
because of her situation and maybe that’s why they say that about 
her. She’s street-smart and very wise.” 
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Coraline (right) with her Other Mother 


You spent almost three months filming in Hong Kong. 
What was that like? 

“It was amazing. I think [Hong Kong] really almost plays a 
character in the film. It’s a really, really special city.... When you’re 
in a place for that long it really becomes a home.” 


What was the biggest culture shock? 

“Hong Kong is very different from where I’m from, the United States 
and California, and I’m originally from Georgia, but I live in California 
now. It’s obviously very different. There’s so much shopping to do 
there. Malls underground and aboveground and in buildings and in 
hotels, there’s always shopping to do and that was so much fun.” 


Did you find anything you wouldn’t have been able to find in 
the States? 

“Well, I got a lot of beautiful jewellery, a lot of jade and Buddhas. 
There’s this place called The 10,000 Buddhas and you take this long 
walk up these steps and it’s all lined with these golden Buddhas, and 
then you get to the temple and the four walls are covered with 10,000 
miniature Buddhas, that’s why it’s called The 10,000 Buddhas, and 
while I was there I got this really neat necklace that I love.” 


And then there’s Coraline, which didn’t even have a real set, 
being animated. You worked on that for three-and-a-half years. 
Why so long? 

“There were a lot of rewrites and changes and I would go back and 
rerecord that, so that was the only reason. Especially for this movie, 
it’s not just an animated movie, it’s 3D stop-motion animation so 
it takes a lot longer than just a regular computer-animated movie.” 


Have you seen the finished product in 3D? 

“I saw a 20-minute clip edited together. It was really great. I didn’t 
want it to end.... It’s kind of spooky at times and a very fun movie 
to watch especially because of the 3D stop-motion animation, it’s 
almost like you’re really in the story.” 


Do you have any idea why there are so many acting siblings? 
There’s you and your sister, Elle, the Breslins, the Culkins... 

“I don’t. My sister, she just enjoys it. She played me at a younger age 
in Iam Sam. That was her first experience, then it took on a life ofits 
own. She does her own thing, and we never talk about it, ever, really.” 


Why not? 
“We’re just sisters, I don’t know.” αὶ 


{ΠΠΠ|Π||||||Π|||||||||||||{||||||{||||{|||||1||{||||{|||Π|||||{||||||||1||{|||||||||||||||{||||||||||||||||ΠΠ||||Π|||{Π|Π|||{Π||||||||] 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 
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ACTION-PIC 
PEDIGREE 


few years ago, when 
Pierce Brosnan’s successor as 
James Bond was still up in the 
air, Clive Owen seemed like a 
natural choice. In fact, an 
October 2005 poll by the 
British news network 
Sky News named Owen 
the people’s choice for the coveted role. 
Tall, dark, suave, masculine and British 
— what more could Her Majesty want? 
Well, the franchise’s big brains chose 
squat, blond Daniel Craig instead, and to 
many fans’ surprise he turned out to be 
an extraordinary Bond. Still, it’s hard not 
to wonder how Owen would have been. 
Wonder no more. Owen’s new movie, 
The International, bears striking 
similarities to the Bond films, particularly 
Quantum of Solace. There’s the gun-pointing 
stare down, the walking protectively 
next to a gorgeous babe, and of course 
the traversing of red tile roofs...ina 
suit...with no tie...while holding a gun. 
Here we compare the two men 
and their movies. —MW 


LOCATIONS 


DIRECTOR: 
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Rocky, masculine, just- 


walked-into-a-wall face that 
Somehow works 


Deep, gruff English accent 


Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama, a classmate of 
Joseph Fiennes 


Parents split when he was four 


Played double-crossing Alex West, 
who steals from Lara Croft, 

in Lara Croft: Tomb Raider. 

His character doesn't survive 


British MI6 Agent 
James “00?” Bond 


Bond discovers that Dominic 
Greene, the head of a secret evil 
organization called “Quantum,” 
is using money he raises posing 
as an environmentalist to help a 
Bolivian general overthrow the 
government in return for an 
important piece of land 


Trust no one; everyone 
is involved 


He travels the world trying to 
uncover the conspiracy with 
Stops in Panama, Chile, Italy 

and Austria 


Olga Kurylenko plays Bolivian 
Camille Montes, Greene’s former 
lover out for revenge 


Marc Forster, born in Germany 
and raised in Switzerland 


Rocky, masculine, just- 


walked-into-a-wall face that 
Somehow works 


Deep, gruff English accent 


Royal Academy of 


Dramatic Art, a classmate 
of Ralph Fiennes 


Parents split when he was three 


Played CIA sniper The Professor, 


sent to kill Jason Bourne, 
in The Bourne Identity. 
His character doesn’t Survive 


British Interpol Agent 


Louis Salinger 


Salinger discovers that the 


world’s most powerful bank is 
using the public’s money to fund 
terrorism, war, murder, anda 
political coup 


Trust no one; everyone 


is involved 


He travels the world trying to 


uncover the conspiracy with 
Stops in Berlin, New York, 
Istanbul and Milan 


Naomi Watts plays American 


Eleanor Whitman, an Assistant 
District Attorney out for justice 


Tom Tykwer, born and raised 


in Germany 
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You won't believe how many years 
it’s been since J y 
made her last funny movie. But 

@ the solemn actor finally goes 


for laughs with the ensemble You can now buy your favourite DVDs 


rom-com He’s Just Not That Into You 


οὐ BY BOB STRAUSS 


from our extensive selection of new releases and all-time classics. 
Relive the excitement of the movies at home. 


ennifer Connelly needed a break. : The girl needed to lighten up, big time. So it’s no wonder she 
After winning the 2001 Supporting Actress Oscar for : was eager to make He’s Just Not That Into You, her first comedy 

the psychodrama A Beautiful Mind, the New Yorker had : since Career Opportunities way back in 1991. 

appeared in a series of emotionally searing films — House of 2 “It’s entirely lighthearted, so it’s a complete departure for me,” 

Sand and Fog, Little Children, Blood Diamond. Her venture : acknowledges the 38-year-old actor, looking skinny ina floral-print 
into horror, Dark Water, was seriously grim when most of its ilk are : sundress on a warm December day in Los Angeles. “The last job 
escapist scary. And even Connelly’s sci-fi entertainments demanded : I’d done before that was Reservation Road, which was the most 
more than the usual sit-back-and-let-the-CGI-do-the-work approach; : harrowing subject matter [she played a grieving mother]. I was just, «ἂρ 
2003’s Hulk was directed by Brokeback Mountain’s Ang Lee, of all : ‘I...can’t...do...it...again! Frankly, I don’t want to see myself do it, ® 
people; and in the recent remake of The Day the Earth Stood Still, : I’m sick of that, it’s just time to do something entirely different.” Cl ne ρ | eX sto as 
Connelly’s character had to save the very planet by locating, and : Adapted from Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo’s best-selling advice 
touching, the deep inner humanity of...Keanu Reeves. : book, the film’s studded with stars —Jennifer Aniston, continued > 


Check it out at and click 


® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 


38 FAMOUS» FEBRUARY 2009 


᾿ 


᾿ 
] 
] 


-“» 


Drew Barrymore, Scarlett Johansson — playing ladies whose ideas 
about how men should love them clash with reality. 

“My character is named Janine,” Connelly notes. “Ginnifer Goodwin 
is my best friend Gigi, I work in an office with her. Janine is incredibly 
optimistic and really committed to being a great girlfriend to her 
friend. She’s really obsessive, incredibly tidy and really convinced 
that something’s going on with her husband...which is right, but 
she has it entirely focused on the wrong thing.” 

Sounds funny. Or could be, anyway. Might be kind ofheartbreaking, 
actually, depending on how it’s played. 

“What I go through in He’s Just Not That Into You is quite a serious 
event,” Connelly admits. “But tonally, it’s handled in a different way. 
The film is very obviously made in a different spirit.” 

Working with such an amazing cast of funny women must have been 
a welcome change from the drama that’s dominated Connelly’s career 
since she started making movies as an adolescent, beginning with 
Sergio Leone’s 1984 underworld epic Once Upon a Time in America. 

Or it would have been a welcome change if those women had been 
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Gin and the Jens. From left: Ginnifer Goodwin, Jennifer Aniston and Jennifer Connelly 


a little more available. Apparently, the movie’s male characters 
weren't the only ones who had other things to do with their time. 

“It was great, I wish there was more of it,” Connelly says of the 
female bonding. “All of those women were so busy, their schedules 
were kind of compartmentalized. So there wasn’t much hanging out 
on the set, or like everyone’s there at the same time. People would 
come and go. I had some days with Scarlett, who I thought was lovely 
and really liked. Jennifer Aniston, I think we had two days together 
and I was completely...I felt like a weird stalker! I was like, ‘I wanna 
be your friend, I think you’re really great, where are you going?’ She 
seemed like a very nice person.” 

Connelly’s been pretty busy herself most of this decade. And 
although many of her post-Oscar movies have been perceived as 
financial disappointments, there is no arguing that, dark as much of 
it was, she has chosen challenging and provocative work whenever 
given the opportunity. 

“It didn’t change the way I feel internally, in terms of how I feel 
about my work and the demands I place on myself,” she says of her 


Academy Award. “I just read scripts and pursue things that I feel drawn 
to: parts that I find interesting, filmmakers that I want to work with. And 
y know, it’s not always a perfect scenario. Sometimes I decide to work 
on something and I know that all of the elements aren’t exactly how I 
want them to be. But those jobs don’t come up all the time, so I try to 
pick the ones that I think have the most things going in the right direction.” 

Next up is Creation, a film about Charles Darwin in which she plays 
the evolution pioneer’s beloved and devoutly religious wife, Emma. 
Sounds like another helping of deep-dish, angst-ridden drama. 

And maybe it will be. But making the film in England opposite 
Darwin portrayer Paul Bettany, Connelly’s British-born husband and 
the father of her five-year-old son, was all smiles, she happily reports. 

“It was fantastic, such a joy to work with him,” says Connelly, who 
hasn’t done so since the couple met while making A Beautiful Mind. “We 
were like giggly kids. We were like, ‘Can you believe we get to ride to 
work together in the morning?’ It was really nice.” H 
ΠΠ11{{Π||||||||||||||||1|||{Π||||||||Π|||||{||||||{||||||{Π|||||||||ΠΠ||||{Π|||||||||{{Π|||{|||||{|||||{Π|||{|||{|||||{Π|||||||ΠΠ{ΠΠ|{ΠΠΠΠΠ|Π{Π|||||] 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 


| Self-help 
me turn 
this into 
a good 
movie 


Before it became a movie, 
He’s Just Not That Into You 
was a best-selling self- 
help book by Sex and the 
City writers Liz Tuccillo 
and Greg Behrendt. 

Divided into 16 brutally 
honest chapters, it taught 
women how to tell when 
the men in their lives were 
not truly invested in their 
relationships, ie. “He’s 
Not Calling You,” “He’s 
Not Having Sex with You,” 

“He’s Having Sex with 
Someone Else,” “He 
Disappeared on You.” 

Being a self-help 
book it had no story, 
no plot twists, no 
character arcs. So how 
do you turn a series of non-fiction 
relationship tips into a star-studded romantic comedy? 

“It’s really hard and it’s really easy,” says Tuccillo while 
in Toronto to promote her novel How to Be Single. “It’s not 
like there was a plot they could base the movie on...but the 
good news is that because there was no story the writers 
[Never Been Kissed scribes Abby Kohn and Marc Silverstein] 
were able to make it up however they wanted.” 

So how did they connect the movie to the book? 

“The plotlines of the movie are titled by the chapter 
titles,” explains Tuccillo, “and then you see that chapter 
played out in this relationship. It’s so smart to do it that way, 
rather than having to spend a lot of time talking about it.” 

Tuccillo, who has a small cameo as a minister, says she 
was nervous when she was first sent the finished screenplay. 

“| was just afraid that it was going to be bad and! was 
going to be embarrassed,” she says. “I was so close to it, | 
didn’t understand how they were going to be able to weave 
the philosophy into an ensemble film. [But] they honoured 
the book more than | imagined they could have, or would 
have. They were very true to the book while being this 
complete fictional ensemble comedy.” —MW 
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They last longer than the real thing, _  Mostromantic scene ever? When KevinCostner = — Share the love: 20 percent of proceeds from 
and the rich rose scent of Heart to Heart paints Susan Sarandon’s toenails in Bull Durham. : this whimsical Guardian Angel Silverplate 
Rose Bath Petals ($9, Indigo) will linger : Recreate it with OPI's Big Apple Red Nail Lacquer , Sracelet goes to the Sick Kids Foundation 

long after the tub has been drained. : ($10, salons). 2 ($35, www.shopsickkids.com]. 


- / - Be inspired to get your own tattoo tribute to | Declare your love with an oversized, : Adorn your laptop with this dark commentary 

ν σ]Θ Ϊ | Tl | = S O CT] Ϊ ' Qs a lover or just peek into an edgy alternative 2 overstuffed Heart of Gold Box of , on romance made of Swarovski Crystals, 
universe with Kat Von D’s book High Voltage : Rogers Chocolate Creams ($40, from the king of tattoo chic, Ed Hardy ($300, 
BY LIZA HERZ Tattoo ($36, bookstores). | rogerschocolates.com for retailers. } _ www.shopedhardydirect.com for retailers). 


| | \ 4 
ie | \ \ £ / hat is the perfect Valentine’s Day? 
, a \\ Α΄ Painting the toenails of your beloved a 
\ | | ' \ [rich blood-red? A bubble bath for two? A 
a PF ΕΝ τς ΤΠ Ροχ of indulgent chocolates to eat in front 
Cleverly cut for an amazing — , | \__ of a roaring fire (or at least a candle that 
fit, the Shhh... Lingerie Line ἜΝ ἘΠΕ smells like one)? 
by Robin Antin for La Senza Perhaps your version of true love is inscribing your beloved’s name 
($17 to $50, lasenza.com]) on your skin? Or maybe just giving them some tattoo-inspired 3 : 
lets you be a Pussycat Doll or ornamentation for their computer, if you’re less adventurous. Diptyque’s cult favourite Feu de Bois : No babyjish, candy scent here. Yves SaintLaurent’s : These Fruits & Passion 
Just dress like one. Whatever your definition, keep it simple. You can’t go wrong with red. (firewood) Candle ($65 fora 60-hour burn, : legendary spicy oriental fragrance Opium : Effervescent Bath Hearts ($6.50, 
You can’t go wrong with heart-shaped. And you definitely can’t go wrong noorboutique.com] smells uncannily - ($108, 50 ml eau de parfum, The Bay) is perfume 2 www.fruits-passion.com) fill your bathroom 
with chocolate. Happy Valentine’s Day. like the real thing. old-school style: dark, mysterious, complicated. with the crisp aroma of red apples. 
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Vin Diesel is on the road again for 
Wheelman -- sy scott GARDNER 


PRs, 


- 
= 


PC, PS3, XBOX 360 


eputable sources define a wheelman as “a professional 

driver who excels at high-performance maneuvering, 

chase, pursuit, evasion and high-speed driving.” Real-world 

definitions add this key detail: “... and who typically works 
for underworld figures.” 

In other words: the perfect videogame hero. 

In this driving/action title, that hotshot driver has the imposing look 
and rumbling cadences of actor Vin Diesel. The actor stars as Milo Burik 
—anundercover agent ona mission to infiltrate criminal gangs ina 
beautifully rendered Barcelona. 

Wheelman, however, is not your typical movie-based game...mostly 
because there’s no movie. Announced in 2006, it was intended to 
support a Diesel-ish action flick of the same name, which has since : ᾿ : | Ἷ .r : ' 
quietly disappeared. Happily the game lives on, andit’s better fortheloss, Killzone 2 | X-Blades rf i , i = | = Ὁ 
since the setting, story and action Sequences are now wholly original. : : : 

Gameplay includes some third-person shooting and fisticuffs, but : The PS2’s Killzone was pretty : After all that testosterone, 
Wheelman’s heart is combat driving — sideswiping opposing vehicles : good.ButKillzone2isprobably : here’sagame forthe girls: 
or shooting at them. Special moves include hijacking other vehicles on : the best-looking, most intense : anime-inspired third-person 
the fly, and spinning 180 degrees to fire a few shots at your pursuers, ᾧ first-personshootereverseen = actionwithAyumi—a 
then spinning back to resume your escape through Barcelona’s narrow, : onaconsole.Seriously.Ithas | seductive-yet-tenacious 
obstacle-filled streets. , gut-wrenching futuristic ; heroine who hacks her way 

This is Vin Diesel’s second videogame appearance, following 2004's : humansvs. aliens gameplay, : through the forces of 
excellent Chronicles of Riddick: Escape from Butcher Bay — a terrific ' robustonline multiplayer,and . darkness witha bladed pistol 
game sunk by its stinker of a tie-in movie. And like that title, 2 both vistas and characters are 2 and magical powers, all 
Wheelman is co-created by Tigon Studios — the star’s own videogame { detailed andlifelike. With gritty: while cladin an armoured 
development company. So while some of his movies may be kinda ἘΠ combatinruinedcityscapes, it’s . thong bikini. Oh wait —this 
brainless, clearly Diesel is not. 2 the PS3’s Saving Private Ryan. 2 one’s for the boys as well. 
>RELEASEDATE: 90 ——isi—‘“‘i;OOOOOOUUUUUUUUUvUvUvUvUvUvUvUvUvUUUUUU RELEASE DATE: SSO RELEASEDATE: ὃ 


From your first step off the landing craft, you’re 
thrown into the most intense battle of your life. 
Facing an overwhelming enemy on their own 
toxic planet, this is war at its best. And worst. 
And it’s only possible on the PLAYSTATION®3. 


DO ood and Gore Only On PlayStation. 
Intense Violence KILLZONE.COM es 
emer S*0n9 Language εἰ. rsa % 


PlayStationeNetwork 


“Playstation,” “PLAYSTATION,” and “PS” Family logo are registered trademarks and “PS3” is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. The PlayStation Network logo is a service 


mark of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Killzone is a registered trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. Developed by Guerrilla. ©2009 Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. 
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Michael Cera hooks up with Kat Dennings in Nick & Norah's Infinite Playlist 


FEBRUARY 3 


STARS! Bill Pullman, Alan Rickman 
DIREGIOR: Randall Miller 
(Nobel Son) 

STORY: The true tale of how 
California wines finally became 
taken seriously around 

the world. A British wine 
connoisseur working in Paris 
(Rickman) organizes a blind 
wine-tasting contest to pit 
French wines against vintages 
from the Napa Valley, and in the 
process gives a boost to an 
American vintner’s (Pullman ] 
flagging business. DVD Extras: 


commentary, deleted scenes, 
“An Underdog’s Journey,” 
“Chateau Montelena: One 


Winery’s Search for Excellence” 


STARS! Paul Gross, 

Caroline Dhavernas 
DIRECTOR: Pau! Gross 

(Men with Brooms) 

STORY: Gross’s unabashedly 
Canadian recounting of the 
Battle of Passchendaele 
revolves around Sergeant 
Michael Dunne (Gross}, who 
returns home from the 

First World War mentally and 


physically scarred. He falls fora 


nurse (Dhavernas) and things 
are finally looking up. But when 
her little brother decides to join 
the good fight, Dunne Is 
compelled to return to the front 
to protect him. DVD Extras: 
“The Road to Passchendaele” 


STARS! Michael Cera, Kat Dennings 
DIREGTOR: Peter Sollett 

(Raising Victor Vargas) 

STORY: After a chance meeting at 
a nightclub, nebbish Nick (Cera] 
and lonely Norah (Dennings} 
Spend a chaotic night together, 
searching New York City fora 


Ἂς 


: . 4 


mystery show by their 
favourite band, and looking 
for Norah's friend Caroline 
(Ari Graynor} who’s drunk 
and AWOL. DVD Extras: 
deleted scenes, gag reel, 
commentary, a puppet 
rendition of Nick & Norah by 
Kat Dennings, storyboard 
animations 


FEBRUARY 10 


STARS! Mark Ruffalo, 

Julianne Moore 

DIREGTOR Fernando Meirelles 
(City of Men) 

STORY: When an epidemic of 
blindness takes over an entire 
city, the affected are thrown 
into a prison where they 
devolve to their basest 
natures. Even though she 

can still see, the wife (Moore ] 
of one of the incarcerated 
(Ruffalo) pretends to be blind 
so she can enter the prison 
with her hubbie and bring 
some humanity to the place. 


STARS! Seth Rogen, 

Elizabeth Banks 

DIREGIOR: Kevin Smith 
(Dogma) 

STORY: Hard up for cash, 
platonic friends Zack [Rogen] 
and Miri [Banks] decide to 
make a porn film together for 
fun and profit. Can their dirty 
little project transform their 
lives into a Sweet romantic 
comedy? DVD Extras: a 
two-disc edition includes 
“Money Shots Webisodes,” 
“Popcorn Porn,” deleted 
scenes, commentary 
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FEBRUARY 17 


STARS! Gren Kinnear, 

Lauren Graham 

DIREGIOR: Marc Abraham 
(debut) 

STORY: The true story of 
Robert Kearns [Kinnear], 

a professor and part-time 
inventor who, in the 1960s, 
came up with the design for 
the intermittent windshield 
wiper. But the big auto 
manufacturers didn't want to 
give him credit for the device 
(or any of the profits), so he 
sued. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, commentary 


STARS! Jennifer Carpenter, 
Steve Harris 

DIREGIOR: John Erick Dowdle 
(Dry Spell) 

STORY: A reporter (Carpenter] 
shadows the Los Angeles fire 
department for a night hoping 
to get a good story. But when 
they head for an apartment 


building to help an old lady it 
looks like her report willbe a 
snooze — until that old lady 
turns on them, and the building 
is placed under quarantine 
because a virus is turning Its 
residents into bloodthirsty 
killers. DVD Extras: “Dressing the 
Infected: Robert Hall’s Make-Up 
Design,” “Anatomy of a Stunt” 


STARS! Bill Maher, Julie Maher 
DIRECTOR: Larry David (Borat) 
STORY: Political commentator, 
talk-show host and proud 
agnostic Bill Maher has long 
been sharpening the spear he 


uses to poke holes in those 
who accept religion and God 
as if they are knowable 
and infallible truths. In this 
documentary, Maher travels 
the world with that spear, 
taking on some of the most 
out-there characters in the 
religious realms. 

DVD Extras: deleted and 
extended scenes, 
commentary 


FEBRUARY 24 


STARS! Robert De Niro, 
Bruce Willis 

DIREGIOR Barry Levinson Ls," | 
(Man of the Year) | ΞῚ 
STORY: De Niro plays Ben, a 

Hollywood producer whose 

career already has one foot in 

the crapper when the star of 

his next action-packed thriller 

(Bruce Willis, playing Bruce Willis] 

shows up to the set overweight 

and sporting a bushy beard he 

doesn't want to shave. 


This just in. Jennifer Carpenter plays a reporter who, unfortunately, gets the story of a lifetime in the horror pic Quarantine 
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HOR@SCOPE FOR FEBRUARY 2009 


SIGN: Aquarius 


BY DAN LIEBMAN 


WHERE: Sherman Oaks, California 


Aquarius 

January 21 Ἃ February 19 
This is amonth of discovery. You 
566 that priorities are changing. 
Material things seem less 
important, and you'll renew an old 
friendship that never should have 
slipped away. You'll take the helm 
of a work project that’s in sync 
with your personal interests. 


Pisces 
February 20 » March 20 


Deception is a theme this month. 


Someone you thought you knew 
shows an entirely different side, 
and jobs that appear easy prove 
challenging. There are signs of 
improved finances, but you still 
need to take a proactive approach 
in all money-related matters. 


MY τοῖν: February 11,1969 
ie 


Aries 

March 21 %& April 20 

The trick is to play up your 
strengths: you're a natural 
leader and a superb negotiator. 
Be aware of a midmonth urge to 
spend for the sake of spending, 
and watch who you take into 
your confidence. 


Taurus 

April 21 Ἃ May 22 

Make the most of your private 
time. There will be little of it 

in a month that sees you 
entertaining, travelling and 
studying (nutrition is an area 
that interests you). Someone 
you care about seems 
insensitive after Valentine's Day, 
but don’t make an issue of it. 


Gemini 

May 23 Ἃ June 21 

You'll deal with a family crisis 
and job disputes. Fortunately, 
wherever you go, you have a 
calming effect. You also show 
talent in acraft, with an 
opportunity to sell your work. 
Don't underestimate Its value. 
Check out little aches, even if 
they seem trivial. 


Cancer 

June 22 Ἃ July 22 

It’s a month of change, and 
you're attracted to eccentric 
individuals and offbeat tasks. 
Don't wait till the 14th to make 

a romantic move. Giving moneu- 
related advice can come back 
to haunt you. 


Leo 

July 23 Ἃ August 22 

You never take the easy way 
out, but that’s the best route 
this month. Bite your tongue 


rather than tangle with someone 


at work. Taking the high road 
also gives you an advantage 
with a difficult relative. A late- 
month crash course proves 
inspiring. 


Virgo 

August 23 Ἃ September 22 
Being practical and adaptable 
gives you the edge in several 
competitions. After the 15th, 
you see a fascinating pattern 
in recent events that seemed 
unconnected. Asensitive family 
matter remains at an impasse 
until you cast the all-important 
deciding vote. 


Libra 

September 23 Ἃ October 22 
People seek you out for 
information about others, but 
make your motto “less is more.” 
Something you divulge now 
can lead to trouble. People with 
money or power take an interest 
in you. February ends onan 
intellectual note as you meet 

a fellow highbrow. 


| ἀμ HA 


SCOrploO 

October 23 Ἃ November 21 
Scorpio always waits for the 
right moment. This month sees 


you finally standing up to a bully. 


People are drawn to you during 
the second and third weeks. 


sagittarius 
November 22 * December 22 
Intuition is sharp. You know 
who's playing games, and why. 
Mid-February marks the start 
of a brief period of austerity 

and cutbacks. 


Capricorn 
December 23 Ἃ January 20 
You’re surprisingly vulnerable 
when people take aim at your 
weak spots. Respond by using 
wit, not anger. Professional ties 
forged now will prove valuable 
later in the year. 


Dit D 
SIN I MUA 


You may 


NEVER 
HAVE TO PAY 
FOR A MOVIE 
AGAIN: 


Get 


FREE MOVIES 10x Faster 


when you use a Scotiabank® SCENE™ Debit Card 
and a SCENE™ VISA Card’. 


& Scotiabank 


eee SCENE 


Co 


MOVIE 
LOVERS 


GET ΠῚ 
FASTER. 


GET IT AT SCENE.CA 
™ Trademarks of SCENE IP LP, used under license = 
° Cineplex Entertainment LP used under license ᾿ , 
®Registered Trademark of the Bank of Nova Scotia CINEPLEX 


*VISA Inc/Lic. user The Bank of Nova Scotia 


'This is based on comparing SCENE points earning activity from March, 2007 to October, 2008 between SCENE members holding only a 
SCENE membership card and SCENE members who also have both a Scotiabank SCENE debit card and a SCENE VISA card. SCENE members who 
have both a Scotiabank SCENE debit card and a SCENE VISA card earned an average of 10X more SCENE points during the comparison period. 
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LE awa 111} 


‘Makes you tingly to the touch. 


We asked you... —Meerkat Journal 
If you could date any 


@)°aD 
» character from a movie, 


OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY who would it 


be, and why 


. 


TELUS 
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You told us... 


It would be : I would date : It would be : Neo from The Matrix. 


Edward Cullen from ε Uma Thurman’s ! Liz Sheridan from the He knows kung fu, 
Twilight because of everything 2 character from Kill Bill. : Hellboy movies. She is 2 he can dodge bullets, 
about him, from his voice to i She would kick anyone’s ass, : hot, hot, hot, baby! : and he bears a striking 
his mannerisms, to his stare : while keeping our ' Chris Butt, St.Catharines,ON | +resemblance to 
that captivates you. : relationship exciting , 2 Keanu Reeves. Come on! 
He seems to be the : in and out of the ε : He’s definitely 
perfect guy to date! : bedroom. εξ | The One. Featunin QO 


—Kylie Gullins, London, ON ξ —Yan Chayman, Hamilton, ON : ξ —Eliza Baynes, Montreal, QUE 


The 8G BlackBerry Storm. 


It's the first-ever touchscreen BlackBerry smartohone. It has all the features you expect from a BlackBerry 
smartohone, plus a revolutionary SurePress clickable touchscreen. Even better, it runs on the TELUS 3G network. 


NEXT QUESTION: Which TV series would you like to see made into a movie? 


Pe [i AN SWE R 0 N LI N E at Ci Nn e p | ex. Co m/fa m 0 U S él Stwo rd Ss TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under oT E L U ς 


ΑΙ! responses must be entered by February 28th. Look for the answers to this question in the April issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. ee ae he eee Sleeper δ, 


U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. © 2009 TELUS. the futu [15 friend ly° 
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ἘΝ ae 
“πο ΠΗ (ΠῪ IS AFRAID ΟΕ NE. 
« ΓΝΕΘΕΕΝ ΠΟ TRUE FACE. 


